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Article 1 The measures have been established in accordance with the University Act No. 26, the 

Degree Conferral Statute, and the “Enforcement Rules of Degree Conferral” Statute. 

Article 2 In order to improve the Master’s degree programs’ student quality, each department, 

graduate institute, chartered class or degree program, may require a Master’s degree 

qualifying examination prior to a student’s submission of his/her thesis. The 

examination topics and styles are at the discretion of each department, graduate institute, 

chartered class or degree program. 

Article 3 A Master’s degree program graduate student who has 1) studied for more than a year, 2) 

completed the required credits/courses (or who will earn the required credits prior to the 

end of the semester), and 3) completed the first draft of the thesis, may submit a copy of 

transcript, the first draft of the thesis, and the thesis abstract to the department, graduate 

institute, chartered class or degree program to apply to take the Master’s degree 

examination upon the approval of the advising professor. Upon the approval of the chair 

of the department, graduate institute, chartered class or degree program and after 

secondary review by the registrar, the Master’s degree examination may then be 

scheduled. For those who cannot complete the required courses and earn the necessary 

credits by the end of the semester, the grade obtained for the degree examination will 

not be considered.  

Except for meeting the requirements in the pre-paragraph, Graduate students who are 
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enrolled in the University since Academic Year 2015 shall take National Tsing Hua 

University Academic Research Ethics Education Course and receive a passing grade 

before applying for the degree examination. 

At the end of each semester, each department, graduate institute, chartered class or 

degree program shall submit a name list of all students’ Examination committee 

members to the Division of Registration for the approval of the Vice President for 

Academic Affairs for records.  

Article 4 A Master’s degree examination committee is comprised of three to five members. The 

advising professor serves as an ex officio member (joint/dual degree programs in 

cooperation with overseas academic institutions are not bound by this.) but cannot serve 

as the chair of the degree examination committee. The chair of the degree examination 

committee is nominated by attending members. The members administering the exam 

must represent greater than 1/2 of total committee members (excluding the advising 

professor).  

A Master’s degree student’s spouse or third-degree relative by blood or by marriage 

cannot serve as a Master’s degree examination committee member. Examination 

committee members are appointed by the university president based on the nominations 

of chairs from each department, graduate institute, chartered class or degree program. 

Article 5 A Master’s degree examination committee member, in addition to possessing research 

expertise on the graduate student’s thesis topic, must meet at least one of the following 

criteria:  

(1) Has served as a professor or an associate professor. 

(2) Has served as an academician, research fellow, or associate research fellow at 

Academia Sinica. 

(3) Holds a doctoral degree and has garnered notable academic achievements. 

(4) Has academic or professional achievements in a rare or highly specialized 

academic field.  

The specific standards for items 3 and 4 are established by each department, graduate 

institute, chartered class or degree program.  

Article 6 The graduate students that have been approved for taking the degree examination should 

follow the requirements set forth in the “Graduate Student Graduation Dissertation 

Format Regulations” to complete the formal draft and abstract of the thesis, and then 

submit the thesis, along with a recommendation letter from the advising professor, to the 

department, graduate institute, chartered class or degree program; these documents will 

then be forwarded to the degree examination committee members for review, and a date 

will be scheduled to hold the examination.  

Article 7 In principle, the Master’s degree thesis (including the abstract) should be written in 

Chinese. A thesis that has been used to obtain another degree cannot be submitted again.  

Article 8 A thesis that is submitted prior to the Master’s degree examination should be in bound 
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format; however, if there are difficulties, it can be submitted in loose-leaf format. Upon 

passing the degree examination, the student may then proceed with the binding process. 

The Department of Academic Affairs has separate rules regarding the electronic 

submission of the thesis.  

Article 9 The Master’s degree examination date is set based on the university’s academic calendar. 

Each department, graduate institute, chartered class or degree program sets the date and 

location of the examination. 

Those who have applied for early registration may take the Master’s degree examination 

after the end of the most recent semester and before the beginning of the subsequent 

semester. 

Article 10 A Master’s degree examination includes a thesis examination and a thesis review.  

The thesis examination is a publicly held oral exam, and when necessary, another type 

of examination may be held separately (e.g., a written, knowledge-based test).  

Article 11 A Master’s thesis examination’s grade will be average grade of all the attending 

committee members’ anonymous grades for the thesis content and oral examination 

(and/or other forms of examination, if such are administered). A grade of 70 (or the 

equivalent of B-) is considered to represent a passing score. However, if more than 1/2 

of the committee members indicate that the candidate did not pass, the final registered 

grade will be “fail.”  

Article 12 The thesis itself will not be graded. For those who have passed the thesis review, the 

examination committee members that attended the thesis examination will sign an 

“Examination Committee Member Verification Form” to complete the thesis review. 

The thesis examination grade will be the grade for the degree examination (i.e., the 

overall score for both the thesis examination and the thesis review). If the thesis 

examination committee members request a revision, the student should revise the thesis 

and submit it for secondary review by the examination committee members. Those who 

cannot revise the thesis and complete the review process prior to the next semester’s 

registration date will have their candidacy review process nullified. If plagiarism or 

cheating can be verified by the examination committee, the degree examination will be 

graded as “fail” and will be presented at the next Students Affairs meeting for 

processing. 

Article 13 If a student did not pass the degree examination and is still under the limits of the 

maximum study period, he/she may apply for a re-examination during the next semester 

or next academic year. Re-examination is limited to once; if the student fails a second 

time, he/she will be expelled.  

Article 14 After the Master’s degree examination has been held and the student has passed both the 

thesis examination and the thesis review, each department, graduate institute, chartered 

class or degree program should submit the graduate student’s degree examination grade, 

a copy of the “Examination Committee Member Verification Form” and a completed 
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revised thesis to the Department of Academic Affairs for records before the registration 

date of the subsequent semester.  

Grades must also be sent to the Department of Academic Affairs within two weeks for 

records for those graduate students who did not pass the Master’s degree examination.  

Article 15 If a student’s thesis has been proven to be counterfeit or plagiarized by a 

university-convened academic review committee after awarding the student Master’s 

degree, both the degree and the diploma will be nullified, and the student will be 

expelled.  

The formation and rules of academic review committee are stipulated elsewhere.  

Article 16  The measures will be effective upon ratification at the following NTHU Academic 

Affairs meeting and will be sent to the MOE for further processing. Revisions must be 

ratified in an identical manner.  


